
Juniper Class
Welcome to Year 4


with 
                
Mrs Wildman     Mrs Manko	Mrs Glennie-Wood
(Tues – Fri)        (every day)	(Monday all day &
                                                          Tuesday afternoon)













Welcome to Year 4! This year we have some great new topics to inspire and motivate the children to achieve and exceed the expected outcomes by the end of the year. 

Our first topic is called ‘Blitz, Bombs and Bunkers’. In this topic we will be learning about the Second World War and how it affected the local area and read the book ‘Friend or Foe by Michael Morpurgo’. 

In the spring term our topic is called ‘What did the Romans do for us?’ We will read the ‘The Thieves of Ostia’ and ‘Escape from Pompeii’. Juniper class will also visit Bradwell Abbey in Milton Keynes during this term.

In the summer term we will explore a geography topic based on pollution around the world and how it affects the climate. On 5th – 7th June the children in Juniper class will have the opportunity to go on a residential trip to the Frontier Centre, Irthlingborough. Further details will be sent out in September.




What to expect in Juniper class
Arriving at school and the morning routine
The school gates will open at 8.45am so you can enter and drop off your children at the classroom door where you will be greeted by Mrs Wildman or Mrs Manko.  If you have any messages that you wish to pass on do so then before the gates are closed at 8.55am. If you wish to discuss something in greater depth please make an appointment at the office, contact Mrs Wildman by email or see her after the children have been dismissed at the end of the day. 

The children know the routines well so should come into school quietly and quickly put their books, coats etc. away and sit down at their table and read their book. It is important that the children arrive on time to register as we will be starting our English lesson at 9am. 

Lunches
It is really important that the children know what they are having for lunch each day; packed lunch, school dinner or the option of a baked potato with cheese/beans if they do not like what is on the menu for that day. Please discuss this with your child. 

Snacks and drinks
Your child can bring in a named bottle of water and piece of fruit or vegetable as a snack at play time.

Uniform and other items 
Please ensure all uniform (including, coats, shoes and wellies) plus water bottles and book bags, are labelled clearly with your child’s name. 
Please check that your child has all the required PE kit – green T-shirt with school logo, navy shorts, navy school hooded sweatshirt, optional navy track suit, trousers for cold weather, trainers/plimsolls, and a spare pair of socks.
P.E bags can be left in school and will be sent home each half term unless they get particularly muddy or soaking wet. 
A spare pair of wellies should be named and left in school too. 

Reading
The school is taking part in the accelerated reading scheme. The children will take a reading test at the start of the year to assess their reading and comprehension. This will determine which level of books they are able to choose and read. When the children have finished reading their book, they can take a quiz to show their understanding of the book. We would like all children to receive a pass rate of 80% or above. The children will complete an assessed reading test every half term to see if the children have improved and can move up a level.
How you can support your child’s reading at home
· Please hear your child read as often as possible, at least 5 times a week.
· Record a short comment in their reading diary.
· Read to your child; a variety of stories as well as non-fiction.
· [image: C:\Users\nclark\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\NGKS3G84\children_pic3[1].gif]As your child becomes a fluent reader they may wish to read independently but it is still important that you discuss the book with your child and record a comment.


Reading Raffle 
Each time your child has read at home and you have recorded this/ signed their reading diary, they can enter their name into the Reading Raffle box. The raffle will be drawn every Monday where three lucky people will win a prize. So the more times they read, the greater their chance of winning a prize! 

Library
[image: C:\Users\nclark\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\L0GB7VX3\children-cartoon-abc-alphabet-illustration-39149829[1].jpg]The children can choose a book from the library to take home. Our library day is Friday. 


Writing
In Juniper class the children are expected to be confidently joining their letters now. We will continue to practise handwriting on a regular basis and give support where needed.

Spelling
In Juniper, the children will take home a list of spellings to learn. These will be tested every Monday. Please make sure they have their spelling book in school every day as they use this to practice their spellings every morning.

Maths
We aim to make maths as fun and as practical as possible. The National Curriculum is challenging so we appreciate your support in reinforcing and practising concepts at home. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the summer term, Year 4 pupils are now required to sit a National Times Tables test which is carried out on a computer or ipad.  They will be tested on all their times tables to 12.  To help your child with this all children in Juniper class will practise their times tables every day in school using TTRockstars.  Each child will have a log in for this game and is expected to practise at least 3 times a week at home. The children will also learn times tables songs which they can listen to and practise at home. They will begin with recapping over the 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s, 6s, 8, and 10s and then progress onto the other ones over the year.

Other areas you can practise at home are:
· Reciting times tables – expected to know all the tables by the end of year 4.
· Telling the time 
· Using money – adding, finding change. 
· Using measures in cooking (l, ml, g, kg)

Homework
Reading
Please read regularly with your child at least 5 times a week.
Spelling
Practise weekly spellings for a test on Monday.
Times tables
Practice their times tables using TTRockstars at least 3 times a week.
Maths’ homework
This will be set in the Spring Term. It will be focusing on arithmetic and written methods for the four calculations: addition, subtraction, division and multiplication.

Homework Creative Tasks
Each term a list of different creative activities, relating to our topic, will be sent home for the children to choose from. We expect the children to complete one task every two weeks which they will bring into school and present to the class.

If a child does not complete the expected homework, then they will be asked to stay in at play time to complete or practise it.






What does a typical day in Juniper Class look like? 
Mrs Wildman will teach you on a Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and Mrs Glennie-Wood will teach you on a Monday and half day on Tuesday.
The mornings usually follow the same timetable of guided reading, maths and English activities.
The afternoon sessions vary from day to day and half term to half term. We take on a termly topic so our science, history or geography, design technology, art and music usually relate to the topic. Other subject areas including computing, R.E, Personal Social, Health, Emotional and Citizenship education (PSHE) and P.E. are taught every week as discrete subjects. 
All sessions include focused, adult-led tasks and independent tasks. 

Here is an example of a day in Juniper Class:
8.45am – children enter the classroom. Registration 
8.50am – 9am – Practise spellings and reading
9.00am – English 
10am – Guided Reading
10.20am – Collective Worship
10.40am – Playtime
11.00 am - Maths 
12.15 – 1.15pm - Lunchtime
1.15pm – 1.30pm – Times Tables or Handwriting
1.30 pm Topic lesson (which might be history, geography, art or DT based). 
2.30pm – Playtime
2.40 pm – Discrete subject
3.15pm - story
3.30pm – Home time      










[image: C:\Users\nclark\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\YQN2FS2E\mas%20niños%20bailando[1].jpg]





I hope this information is useful. Please ask if you are unsure of anything. 
You are welcome to contact us by email anytime. Please be aware that I generally only check my emails in the evening so if it is an urgent matter, please contact the office. 
swildman@crls.org.uk
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